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About this book

The transcript of the trial that led to the acquittal, on the ground of insanity, of the
deluded assassin Daniel McNaughton, and the Judges' Rules that followed, are here

reproduced in full. Contributions by a series of experts comment on the legal issues at
stake at the time, the medical attitudes of the day and the fate of McNaughton and
similar offenders. The history of the Rules in operation, in England itself, and in other
countries where they were adoptedâ€”notably America and Australiaâ€”is traced to the
present.
The essays give an entertaining glimpse of the state of forensic psychiatry in the last
century and provide a serious analysis of the developing interchange between lawyers
and psychiatrists on issues of criminal responsibility.
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