






Skip to main content


Accessibility help




We use cookies to distinguish you from other users and to provide you with a better experience on our websites. Close this message to accept cookies or find out how to manage your cookie settings.







[image: Close cookie message]











Login Alert













Cancel


Log in




×























×



















[image: alt]









	
	
[image: Cambridge Core Home]
Home



	Log in
	Register
	Browse subjects
	Publications
	Open research
	Services
	About Cambridge Core
	

Cart





	

Cart


	
	


	
Institution login

	
	Register
	Log in
	
	

Cart













 





[image: Cambridge Core Home]
Home













 




















	
	
[image: Cambridge Core Home]
Home



	Log in
	Register
	Browse subjects
	Publications
	Open research
	Services
	About Cambridge Core
	

Cart





	

Cart


	
	


	
Institution login

	
	Register
	Log in
	
	

Cart













 



 

















Hostname: page-component-6b989bf9dc-vmcqm
Total loading time: 0
Render date: 2024-04-10T19:27:58.268Z
Has data issue: false
hasContentIssue false

  	Home 
	>Journals 
	>BJPsych Bulletin 
	>Psychiatric Bulletin 
	>Volume 23 Issue 9: The Journal of Trends in Psychi... 
	>Depot antipsychotics revisited



 	English
	
Français






   [image: alt] Psychiatric Bulletin
  

  Article contents
 	Extract
	References




  Depot antipsychotics revisited
      
Published online by Cambridge University Press: 
02 January 2018

    David Taylor   
 
 
 [image: alt] 
 



Show author details
 

 
 
	David Taylor*
	Affiliation: Maudsley Hospital, Denmark Hill, London SE5 8AZ




  


    	Article

	eLetters

	Metrics




 Article contents    	Extract
	References


  [image: alt] Save PDF [image: alt]Save PDF (0.48 mb)
  [image: alt]View PDF
 [Opens in a new window]   [image: alt] Save to Dropbox [image: alt] Save to Google Drive [image: alt] 
     DB8F8373-4111-493B-B4C2-BF91610CACC1
     
         
             
                 
                     
                     
                
            
        
    



 Save to Kindle 
 [image: alt] 

 [image: alt] Share  

 [image: alt] 

 [image: alt] Cite  [image: alt]Rights & Permissions
 [Opens in a new window]
 

 
  Extract
 
Core share and HTML view are not available for this content. However, as you have access to this content, a full PDF is available via the ‘Save PDF’ action button.

 Many typical antipsychotic drugs may be manufactured as alcohols, which react with carboxylic acids to form esters (organic salts). These compounds are highly oil-soluble, but are only sparingly soluble in aqueous fluids such as blood. Thus, an oily solution of an antipsychotic can be injected into a muscle, where it forms a reservoir or ‘depot’ of drug that is slowly dissolved in the surrounding blood. Once released into the blood, drug esters are rapidly hydrolysed by endogenous esterase enzymes to produce the parent antipsychotic. Stable serum concentrations of antipsychotics are usually engendered (although this is not always observed in practice (Tuninger & Levander, 1996)), and administration need only take place every few weeks or so. Adherence can be assured and relapse rates are reduced (Groves & Mandel, 1975: Davis et al, 1994).
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