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 This paper describes the use of simulated patients in medical education and how actors have been deployed with medical students in Aberdeen. The advantages and disadvantages of using actors for student education are summarised and we conclude with some possible future developments. At the outset, it may be helpful to outline some definitions, as in the review by Barrows (1993). A ‘standardised patient’ is an umbrella term for both an actual patient who is trained to present his or her own illness in a standardised way and also for a simulated patient who is a well person trained to portray an illness in a standardised way. This paper will use these terms but will relate mainly to the use of professional actors (not volunteers from the general public, who are often deployed by medical teachers) as simulated psychiatric patients.


 


   
    
	
Type

	Education & training


 	
Information

	Psychiatric Bulletin
  
,
Volume 31
  
,
Issue 5
  , May 2007  , pp. 187 - 190 
 DOI: https://doi.org/10.1192/pb.bp.106.010793
 [Opens in a new window]
 
  


 	
Creative Commons

	[image: Creative Common License - CC][image: Creative Common License - BY]
 This is an Open Access article, distributed under the terms of the Creative Commons Attribution (CC-BY) license (http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/), which permits unrestricted re-use, distribution, and reproduction in any medium, provided the original work is properly cited.




  	
Copyright

	
Copyright © Royal College of Psychiatrists, 2007




     
 References
  
 

 Adamo, G. (2003) Simulated and standardised patients in OSCEs: achievements and challenges 1992–2003. Medical Teacher, 25, 262–270.CrossRefGoogle ScholarPubMed


 
 

 Ainsworth, M. A., Rogers, L. P., Markus, J. F., et al (1991) Standardised patient encounters: a method for teaching and evaluation. JAMA, 266, 1390–1396.CrossRefGoogle ScholarPubMed


 
 

 Barrows, H. S. (1993) An overview of the uses of standardized patients for teaching and evaluating clinical skills. Academic Medicine, 68, 443–451.CrossRefGoogle ScholarPubMed


 
 

 Barzansky, B. & Etzel, S. I. (2004) Educational programs in US medical schools, 2003–2004. JAMA, 292, 1025–1031.CrossRefGoogle ScholarPubMed


 
 

 Birndorf, C. A. & Kaye, M. E. (2002) Teaching the mental status examination to medical students by using a standardized patient in a large group setting. Academic Psychiatry, 26, 180–183.Google Scholar


 
 

 Bokken, L., Van Dalen, J. & Rethans, J.-J. (2004) Performance-related stress symptoms in simulated patients. Medical Education, 38, 1089–1094.CrossRefGoogle ScholarPubMed


 
 

 Brazeau, C., Boyd, L. & Crosson, J. (2002) Changing an existing OSCE to a teaching tool: the making of a teaching OSCE. Academic Medicine, 77, 932.Google Scholar


 
 

 Chur-Hansen, A. & Koopowitz, L. (2002) Introducing psychosocial and psychiatric concepts to first year medical students using an integrated, biopsychosocial framework. Education for Health, 15, 305–314.CrossRefGoogle ScholarPubMed


 
 

 Clay, M. C., Lane, H., Willis, S. E., et al (2000) Using a standardized family to teach clinical skills to medical students. Teaching and Learning in Medicine, 12, 145–149.Google Scholar


 
 

 Du Boulay, C. & Medway, C. (1999) The clinical skills resource: a review of current practice. Medical Education, 33, 185–191.CrossRefGoogle ScholarPubMed


 
 

 Eagles, J. M., Calder, S. A., Nicoll, K. S., et al (2001a) A comparison of real patients, simulated patients and videotaped interview in teaching medical students about alcohol misuse. Medical Teacher, 23, 490–493.Google Scholar


 
 

 Eagles, J. M., Calder, S. A., Nicoll, K. S., et al (2001b) Using simulated patients in education about alcohol misuse. Academic Medicine, 76, 395.CrossRefGoogle ScholarPubMed


 
 

 Ekblad, S., Manicavasagar, V., Silove, D., et al (2004) The use of international videoconferencing as a strategy for teaching medical students about transcultural psychiatry. Transcultural Psychiatry, 41, 120–129.Google Scholar


 
 

 General Medical Council (1993) Tomorrow's Doctors. GMC.Google Scholar


 
 

 Haist, S. A., Wilson, J. F. & Pursley, H. G. (2003) Domestic violence: increasing knowledge and improving skills with a four-hour workshop using standardized patients. Academic Medicine, 78, S24–S26.CrossRefGoogle ScholarPubMed


 
 

 Haist, S. A., Griffithiii, C. H., Hoellein, A. R., et al (2004) Improving students' sexual history inquiry and HIV counselling with an interactive workshop using standardized patients. Journal of General Internal Medicine, 19, 549–553.Google Scholar


 
 

 Halbach, J. L. & Sullivan, L. L. (2005) Teaching medical students about medical errors and patient safety: evaluation of a required curriculum. Academic Medicine, 80, 600–606.Google Scholar


 
 

 Harden, R. M., Stevenson, M., Downie, W.W., et al (1975) Assessment of clinical competence using objective structured examination. BMJ, i, 447–451.Google Scholar


 
 

 Jotkowitz, A. B., Glick, S. & Porath, A. (2004) A physician charter on medical professionalism: a challenge for medical education. European Journal of Internal Medicine, 15, 5–9.Google Scholar


 
 

 Kales, H. C., Neighbors, H.W., Blow, F. C., et al (2005) Race, gender, and psychiatrists' diagnosis and treatment of major depression among elderly patients. Psychiatric Services, 56, 721–728.Google Scholar


 
 

 Kassebaum, D. G. & Eaglen, R. H. (1999) Shortcomings in the evaluation of students' clinical skills and behaviors in medical school. Academic Medicine, 74, 842–849.CrossRefGoogle ScholarPubMed


 
 

 Kelly, M. & Murphy, A. (2004) An evaluation of the cost designing, delivering and assessing an undergraduate communication skills module. Medical Teacher, 26, 610–614.CrossRefGoogle ScholarPubMed


 
 

 Ker, J. S., Dowie, A., Dowell, J., et al (2005) Twelve tips for developing and maintaining a simulated patient bank. Medical Teacher, 27, 4–9.CrossRefGoogle ScholarPubMed


 
 

 Knowles, C., Kinchington, F., Erwin, J., et al (2001) A randomised controlled trial of the effectiveness of combining video role play with traditional methods of delivering undergraduate medical education. Sexually Transmitted Infections, 77, 376–380.Google Scholar


 
 

 Luck, J. & Peabody, J.W. (2002) Using standardised patients to measure physicians' practice: validation study using audio recordings. BMJ, 325, 679–683.Google Scholar


 
 

 Quest, T. E., Otsuki, J. A., Banja, J., et al (2002) The use of standardized patients within a procedural competency model to teach death disclosure. Academic Emergency Medicine, 9, 1326–1333.CrossRefGoogle ScholarPubMed


 
 

 Rose, M. & Wilkerson, L. (2001) Widening the lens on standardized patient assessment: what the encounter can reveal about the development of clinical competence. Academic Medicine, 76, 856–859.CrossRefGoogle ScholarPubMed


 
 

 Taverner, D., Dodding, C. J. & White, J. M. (2000) Comparison of methods for teaching clinical skills in assessing and managing drug-seeking patients. Medical Education, 34, 285–291.CrossRefGoogle ScholarPubMed


 
 

 Trudel, J. F. (1996) Simulated patients for the teaching of basic psychotherapeutic techniques: a practical guide. Annales de Psychiatrie, 11, 14–18.Google Scholar


 
 

 Tysinger, J.W., Klonis, L. K., Sadler, J. Z., et al (1997) Teaching ethics using small-group, problem-based learning. Journal of Medical Ethics, 23, 315–318.Google Scholar


 
 

 Van Zanten, M., Boulet, J. R., Norcini, J. J., et al (2005) Using a standardised patient assessment to measure professional attributes. Medical Education, 39, 20–29.Google Scholar


 
 

 Wallace, P. (1997) Following the threads of an innovation: the history of standardized patients in medical education. Caduceus, 13, 5–28.Google Scholar


 
 

 Wallach, P. M., Elnick, M., Bognar, B., et al (2001) Standardised patients' perceptions about their own health care. Teaching and Learning in Medicine, 13, 227–231.CrossRefGoogle ScholarPubMed


 
 

 Wettach, G. R. (2003) A standardized patient enrolled in medical school considers the national clinical skills examination. Academic Medicine, 78, 1240–1242.Google Scholar


 
 

 Wilkes, M., Milgrom, E. & Hoffman, J. R. (2002) Towards more empathic medical students: a medical student hospitalization experience. Medical Education, 36, 528–533.CrossRefGoogle ScholarPubMed


 
 

 Wilson, L., Kahan, M., Liu, E., et al (2002) Physician behavior towards male and female problem drinkers: a controlled study using simulated patients. Journal of Addictive Diseases, 21, 87–99.Google Scholar




 

         
Submit a response
 
 
eLetters

 No eLetters have been published for this article.
  



 
 [image: alt] 
 
 



 You have 
Access
 [image: alt] 
 




Open access

 	19
	Cited by


 

   




 Cited by

 
 Loading...


 [image: alt]   


 













Cited by





	


[image: Crossref logo]
19




	


[image: Google Scholar logo]















Crossref Citations




[image: Crossref logo]





This article has been cited by the following publications. This list is generated based on data provided by
Crossref.









Samociuk, Sam
and
Lawton, Anne
2010.
Creative Approaches to Health and Social Care Education.
p.
68.


	CrossRef
	Google Scholar






Dave, Subodh
2012.
Simulation in psychiatric teaching.
Advances in Psychiatric Treatment,
Vol. 18,
Issue. 4,
p.
292.


	CrossRef
	Google Scholar






Weaver, Roslyn
2013.
‘Don't you have to care about people?’ The challenges of caring.
Medical Education,
Vol. 47,
Issue. 5,
p.
434.


	CrossRef
	Google Scholar






Johnson, Jeffrey
Salisbury, Helen
Deaver, Sarah
Johansson, Mark
and
Calisch, Abby
2013.
Standardized Patients in Art Therapy Education: A Phenomenological Study.
Art Therapy,
Vol. 30,
Issue. 2,
p.
79.


	CrossRef
	Google Scholar






Thomas, Bini
Courtenay, Ken
Hassiotis, Angela
Strydom, Andre
and
Rantell, Khadija
2014.
Standardised patients with intellectual disabilities in training tomorrow's doctors.
The Psychiatric Bulletin,
Vol. 38,
Issue. 3,
p.
132.


	CrossRef
	Google Scholar






Huline-Dickens, Sarah
Heffernan, Eithne
Bradley, Paul
and
Coombes, Lee
2014.
Teaching and learning the mental state exam in an integrated medical school. Part II: Student performance.
The Psychiatric Bulletin,
Vol. 38,
Issue. 5,
p.
243.


	CrossRef
	Google Scholar






Bass, C.
and
Halligan, P.
2016.
Functional Neurologic Disorders.
Vol. 139,
Issue. ,
p.
509.


	CrossRef
	Google Scholar






Watkins, Lance Vincent
and
Colgate, Robert
2016.
Improving healthcare for people with intellectual disabilities: the development of an evidence-based teaching programme.
Advances in Mental Health and Intellectual Disabilities,
Vol. 10,
Issue. 6,
p.
333.


	CrossRef
	Google Scholar






Imms, Christine
Chu, Eli Mang Yee
Guinea, Stephen
Sheppard, Loretta
Froude, Elspeth
Carter, Rob
Darzins, Susan
Ashby, Samantha
Gilbert-Hunt, Susan
Gribble, Nigel
Nicola-Richmond, Kelli
Penman, Merrolee
Gospodarevskaya, Elena
Mathieu, Erin
and
Symmons, Mark
2017.
Effectiveness and cost-effectiveness of embedded simulation in occupational therapy clinical practice education: study protocol for a randomised controlled trial.
Trials,
Vol. 18,
Issue. 1,


	CrossRef
	Google Scholar






Kühne, Franziska
Ay, Destina Sevde
Otterbeck, Mara Jasmin
and
Weck, Florian
2018.
Standardized Patients in Clinical Psychology and Psychotherapy: a Scoping Review of Barriers and Facilitators for Implementation.
Academic Psychiatry,
Vol. 42,
Issue. 6,
p.
773.


	CrossRef
	Google Scholar






Mercan, Neşe
Özcan, Celale Tangül
and
Aydın, Mehmet Sinan
2018.
Psikiyatride ve İletişim Eğitiminde Simüle Hasta Uygulamaları.
Psikiyatride Guncel Yaklasimlar - Current Approaches in Psychiatry,
Vol. 10,
Issue. 3,
p.
292.


	CrossRef
	Google Scholar






Imms, Christine
Froude, Elspeth
Chu, Eli Mang Ye
Sheppard, Loretta
Darzins, Susan
Guinea, Stephen
Gospodarevskaya, Elena
Carter, Rob
Symmons, Mark A.
Penman, Merrolee
Nicola‐Richmond, Kelli
Gilbert Hunt, Susan
Gribble, Nigel
Ashby, Samantha
and
Mathieu, Erin
2018.
Simulated versus traditional occupational therapy placements: A randomised controlled trial.
Australian Occupational Therapy Journal,
Vol. 65,
Issue. 6,
p.
556.


	CrossRef
	Google Scholar






Ioerger, Michael
Flanders, Reed M.
French-Lawyer, Jeremy R.
and
Turk, Margaret A.
2019.
Interventions to Teach Medical Students About Disability.
American Journal of Physical Medicine & Rehabilitation,
Vol. 98,
Issue. 7,
p.
577.


	CrossRef
	Google Scholar






Gayef, Albena
Önder, I.
Beşoluk, S.
Çalişkan, H.
and
Masal, E.
2019.
Using simulated patients in medical and health professions education.
SHS Web of Conferences,
Vol. 66,
Issue. ,
p.
01016.


	CrossRef
	Google Scholar






Younes, Nadia
Delaunay, Anne Laure
Roger, M.
Serra, Pierre
Hirot, France
Urbain, Frédéric
Godart, Nathalie
Speranza, Mario
Passerieux, Christine
and
Roux, Paul
2021.
Evaluating the effectiveness of a single-day simulation-based program in psychiatry for medical students: a controlled study.
BMC Medical Education,
Vol. 21,
Issue. 1,


	CrossRef
	Google Scholar






Kühne, Franziska
Maaß, Ulrike
and
Weck, Florian
2021.
Einsatz standardisierter Patienten im Psychologiestudium: Von der Forschung in die Praxis.
Verhaltenstherapie,
Vol. 31,
Issue. 2,
p.
152.


	CrossRef
	Google Scholar






Khoo, Taraneh
Warren, Nicola
Jenkins, Anna
and
Turner, Jane
2021.
Teaching medical students remotely during a pandemic – what can psychiatry offer?.
Australasian Psychiatry,
Vol. 29,
Issue. 3,
p.
361.


	CrossRef
	Google Scholar






Kühne, Franziska
Maaß, Ulrike
and
Weck, Florian
2022.
Standardized Patients in Clinical Psychology: From Research to Practice.
Verhaltenstherapie,
Vol. 32,
Issue. Suppl. 1,
p.
245.


	CrossRef
	Google Scholar






Akroyd, Dr Mike
Dave, Professor Subodh
and
Abraham, Dr Seri
2022.
Teaching Psychiatry to Undergraduates.
p.
102.


	CrossRef
	Google Scholar


















Google Scholar Citations

View all Google Scholar citations
for this article.














 

×






	Librarians
	Authors
	Publishing partners
	Agents
	Corporates








	

Additional Information











	Accessibility
	Our blog
	News
	Contact and help
	Cambridge Core legal notices
	Feedback
	Sitemap



Select your country preference



[image: US]
Afghanistan
Aland Islands
Albania
Algeria
American Samoa
Andorra
Angola
Anguilla
Antarctica
Antigua and Barbuda
Argentina
Armenia
Aruba
Australia
Austria
Azerbaijan
Bahamas
Bahrain
Bangladesh
Barbados
Belarus
Belgium
Belize
Benin
Bermuda
Bhutan
Bolivia
Bosnia and Herzegovina
Botswana
Bouvet Island
Brazil
British Indian Ocean Territory
Brunei Darussalam
Bulgaria
Burkina Faso
Burundi
Cambodia
Cameroon
Canada
Cape Verde
Cayman Islands
Central African Republic
Chad
Channel Islands, Isle of Man
Chile
China
Christmas Island
Cocos (Keeling) Islands
Colombia
Comoros
Congo
Congo, The Democratic Republic of the
Cook Islands
Costa Rica
Cote D'Ivoire
Croatia
Cuba
Cyprus
Czech Republic
Denmark
Djibouti
Dominica
Dominican Republic
East Timor
Ecuador
Egypt
El Salvador
Equatorial Guinea
Eritrea
Estonia
Ethiopia
Falkland Islands (Malvinas)
Faroe Islands
Fiji
Finland
France
French Guiana
French Polynesia
French Southern Territories
Gabon
Gambia
Georgia
Germany
Ghana
Gibraltar
Greece
Greenland
Grenada
Guadeloupe
Guam
Guatemala
Guernsey
Guinea
Guinea-bissau
Guyana
Haiti
Heard and Mc Donald Islands
Honduras
Hong Kong
Hungary
Iceland
India
Indonesia
Iran, Islamic Republic of
Iraq
Ireland
Israel
Italy
Jamaica
Japan
Jersey
Jordan
Kazakhstan
Kenya
Kiribati
Korea, Democratic People's Republic of
Korea, Republic of
Kuwait
Kyrgyzstan
Lao People's Democratic Republic
Latvia
Lebanon
Lesotho
Liberia
Libyan Arab Jamahiriya
Liechtenstein
Lithuania
Luxembourg
Macau
Macedonia
Madagascar
Malawi
Malaysia
Maldives
Mali
Malta
Marshall Islands
Martinique
Mauritania
Mauritius
Mayotte
Mexico
Micronesia, Federated States of
Moldova, Republic of
Monaco
Mongolia
Montenegro
Montserrat
Morocco
Mozambique
Myanmar
Namibia
Nauru
Nepal
Netherlands
Netherlands Antilles
New Caledonia
New Zealand
Nicaragua
Niger
Nigeria
Niue
Norfolk Island
Northern Mariana Islands
Norway
Oman
Pakistan
Palau
Palestinian Territory, Occupied
Panama
Papua New Guinea
Paraguay
Peru
Philippines
Pitcairn
Poland
Portugal
Puerto Rico
Qatar
Reunion
Romania
Russian Federation
Rwanda
Saint Kitts and Nevis
Saint Lucia
Saint Vincent and the Grenadines
Samoa
San Marino
Sao Tome and Principe
Saudi Arabia
Senegal
Serbia
Seychelles
Sierra Leone
Singapore
Slovakia
Slovenia
Solomon Islands
Somalia
South Africa
South Georgia and the South Sandwich Islands
Spain
Sri Lanka
St. Helena
St. Pierre and Miquelon
Sudan
Suriname
Svalbard and Jan Mayen Islands
Swaziland
Sweden
Switzerland
Syrian Arab Republic
Taiwan
Tajikistan
Tanzania, United Republic of
Thailand
Togo
Tokelau
Tonga
Trinidad and Tobago
Tunisia
Türkiye
Turkmenistan
Turks and Caicos Islands
Tuvalu
Uganda
Ukraine
United Arab Emirates
United Kingdom
United States
United States Minor Outlying Islands
United States Virgin Islands
Uruguay
Uzbekistan
Vanuatu
Vatican City
Venezuela
Vietnam
Virgin Islands (British)
Wallis and Futuna Islands
Western Sahara
Yemen
Zambia
Zimbabwe









Join us online

	









	









	









	









	


























	

Legal Information










	


[image: Cambridge University Press]






	Rights & Permissions
	Copyright
	Privacy Notice
	Terms of use
	Cookies Policy
	
© Cambridge University Press 2024

	Back to top













	
© Cambridge University Press 2024

	Back to top












































Cancel

Confirm





×





















Save article to Kindle






To save this article to your Kindle, first ensure coreplatform@cambridge.org is added to your Approved Personal Document E-mail List under your Personal Document Settings on the Manage Your Content and Devices page of your Amazon account. Then enter the ‘name’ part of your Kindle email address below.
Find out more about saving to your Kindle.



Note you can select to save to either the @free.kindle.com or @kindle.com variations. ‘@free.kindle.com’ emails are free but can only be saved to your device when it is connected to wi-fi. ‘@kindle.com’ emails can be delivered even when you are not connected to wi-fi, but note that service fees apply.



Find out more about the Kindle Personal Document Service.








Simulated patients in undergraduate education in psychiatry








	Volume 31, Issue 5
	
John M. Eagles (a1), Sheila A. Calder (a2), Sam Wilson (a3), Jane M. Murdoch (a4) and Paul D. Sclare (a2)

	DOI: https://doi.org/10.1192/pb.bp.106.010793





 








Your Kindle email address




Please provide your Kindle email.



@free.kindle.com
@kindle.com (service fees apply)









Available formats

 PDF

Please select a format to save.

 







By using this service, you agree that you will only keep content for personal use, and will not openly distribute them via Dropbox, Google Drive or other file sharing services
Please confirm that you accept the terms of use.















Cancel




Save














×




Save article to Dropbox







To save this article to your Dropbox account, please select one or more formats and confirm that you agree to abide by our usage policies. If this is the first time you used this feature, you will be asked to authorise Cambridge Core to connect with your Dropbox account.
Find out more about saving content to Dropbox.

 





Simulated patients in undergraduate education in psychiatry








	Volume 31, Issue 5
	
John M. Eagles (a1), Sheila A. Calder (a2), Sam Wilson (a3), Jane M. Murdoch (a4) and Paul D. Sclare (a2)

	DOI: https://doi.org/10.1192/pb.bp.106.010793





 









Available formats

 PDF

Please select a format to save.

 







By using this service, you agree that you will only keep content for personal use, and will not openly distribute them via Dropbox, Google Drive or other file sharing services
Please confirm that you accept the terms of use.















Cancel




Save














×




Save article to Google Drive







To save this article to your Google Drive account, please select one or more formats and confirm that you agree to abide by our usage policies. If this is the first time you used this feature, you will be asked to authorise Cambridge Core to connect with your Google Drive account.
Find out more about saving content to Google Drive.

 





Simulated patients in undergraduate education in psychiatry








	Volume 31, Issue 5
	
John M. Eagles (a1), Sheila A. Calder (a2), Sam Wilson (a3), Jane M. Murdoch (a4) and Paul D. Sclare (a2)

	DOI: https://doi.org/10.1192/pb.bp.106.010793





 









Available formats

 PDF

Please select a format to save.

 







By using this service, you agree that you will only keep content for personal use, and will not openly distribute them via Dropbox, Google Drive or other file sharing services
Please confirm that you accept the terms of use.















Cancel




Save














×



×



Reply to:

Submit a response













Title *

Please enter a title for your response.







Contents *


Contents help










Close Contents help









 



- No HTML tags allowed
- Web page URLs will display as text only
- Lines and paragraphs break automatically
- Attachments, images or tables are not permitted




Please enter your response.









Your details









First name *

Please enter your first name.




Last name *

Please enter your last name.




Email *


Email help










Close Email help









 



Your email address will be used in order to notify you when your comment has been reviewed by the moderator and in case the author(s) of the article or the moderator need to contact you directly.




Please enter a valid email address.






Occupation

Please enter your occupation.




Affiliation

Please enter any affiliation.















You have entered the maximum number of contributors






Conflicting interests








Do you have any conflicting interests? *

Conflicting interests help











Close Conflicting interests help









 



Please list any fees and grants from, employment by, consultancy for, shared ownership in or any close relationship with, at any time over the preceding 36 months, any organisation whose interests may be affected by the publication of the response. Please also list any non-financial associations or interests (personal, professional, political, institutional, religious or other) that a reasonable reader would want to know about in relation to the submitted work. This pertains to all the authors of the piece, their spouses or partners.





 Yes


 No




More information *

Please enter details of the conflict of interest or select 'No'.









  Please tick the box to confirm you agree to our Terms of use. *


Please accept terms of use.









  Please tick the box to confirm you agree that your name, comment and conflicts of interest (if accepted) will be visible on the website and your comment may be printed in the journal at the Editor’s discretion. *


Please confirm you agree that your details will be displayed.


















