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 Formerly President of the British Psychoanalytical Society and Vice-President of the International Psychoanalytical Association
 Hanna Segal, who died aged 93 in July 2011 in London, where she lived and worked since the end of the Second World War, had an inter-national reputation both as a psychoanalyst who developed psychoanalytic theory and for her contributions to art and creativity as well as politics and literature. In a psychoanalytic career of over 60 years, Segal was a leading exponent of the work of Melanie Klein, making it widely accessible. Segal was internationally sought as a clinician and teacher for her original and imaginative understanding, in the tradition of Freud, of the unconscious phantasies governing the inner struggle between the forces that strive towards life and development and those that work towards destruction.
 She was born Hanna Poznańska into a highly cultured Jewish family in Łódź, Poland, where her father was a barrister and an art critic fluent in many languages and with a deep interest in literature. Her mother showed huge strength and resourcefulness as the family struggled through the difficult experiences of the German occupation of Poland and France. Hanna was deeply attached to her older sister who died at the age of 4 from scarlet fever. When she was 12, the family moved to Geneva where her father became editor of one of the publications of the League of Nations.
 Although a student at the International School in Geneva, Hanna remained attached to her Polish roots and persuaded her parents to let her return to Warsaw at the age of 16 to complete her education. By her late teens she had read all the Freud that had been translated into Polish and had become interested in becoming a psychoanalyst herself. She was intellectually influenced by her wide reading that included Voltaire, Rousseau, Montaigne, Schopenhauer, Nietzsche, Proust and Pascal. The rise in Fascism led to her family being expelled from Switzerland, becoming stateless and impoverished and, having to interrupt her medical studies begun in Warsaw, in 1939 Hannah joined the family in Paris, where they had taken up residence. Segal's personal experience of poverty and lack of political freedom led her to join the Polish Socialist Party and her parents had to restrain her from joining the republican fighters in Spain. Her political commitment to the left, however, remained with her for the rest of her life. Like many Polish émigrés at the time of the German occupation of Poland, she fought to return to Warsaw and very nearly succeeded. She remarked somewhat ruefully later in her life that none of her friends who did make that return survived the war. As the Germans occupied Paris in 1940 the family fled again, this time across France, and only just managed to get to England.
 Segal completed her medical studies in 1943 in Edinburgh where she met the psychoanalyst W.R.D. Fairbairn, which further determined the future course of her life. Fairbairn told her how she could train to be a psychoanalyst in London. She made the move to London, where she worked in psychiatry, playing a major part in the rehabilitation of mentally ill Polish soldiers, many of them in Long Grove Hospital. She was accepted for training in the British Psychoanalytical Society (BPS), entering into analysis with Melanie Klein and qualifying in 1945 at the age of 27. At 29, she married the mathematician Paul Segal, conceived their first son and presented her first paper, ‘A psychoanalytic contribution to aesthetics’, to the BPS. This famous paper puts the capacity to mourn at the centre of both the artist's work and the aesthetic response of the audience. Her imaginative idea that the substance of artistic creativity and aesthetic appreciation derive from the very psychic struggle itself, intrinsic to mourning loss and making reparation, is perhaps the most original attempt at a psychoanalytic understanding of creativity.
 Soon after, Segal also trained as a child analyst, supervised by Paula Heimann, Esther Bick and Klein herself, and began teaching students of the BPS. In 1952, she became a training analyst and her analysands included candidates of the BPS, patients with psychosis and artists who came to her for help when their creativity became blocked. With her first book, Introduction to The Work of Melanie Klein (1964), she brought Melanie Klein's work to life in such an accessible way, using illustrations from her own clinical work, that it remains a standard text to the present day. Her second book, Klein (1969), in the Fontana Modern Masters series, demonstrated how Klein built on the ideas of Freud and extended them.
 In this very fertile period Segal worked in collaboration with Herbert Rosenfeld and Wilfred Bion with patients with psychosis, including the analysis of those with schizophrenia, and wrote her seminal paper on symbolism, ‘Notes on symbol formation’. Her distinction between more primitive and developed forms of symbol formation brought a clarification to the understanding of the genesis of disturbed states of mind. Many of the papers of this period were reprinted in her third book, The Work of Hanna Segal (1981), whereas her fourth book, Dream, Phantasy and Art (1991), proceeds via the interpretation of dreams to a deeper understanding of phantasy and symbolism.
 Segal believed that the psychoanalytic understanding of the pervasiveness of destructiveness and denial could contribute significantly to the discussion of sociopolitical questions. Building on her lifelong passion for politics, Segal was one of the prime movers in the formation of a psychoanalytic movement against nuclear armaments. Her paper, ‘Silence is the real crime’, is one of the most important psychoanalytic contributions to the nuclear debate. The cross-fertilisation of Segal's interest in clinical disturbance of the functioning of the mind with artistic and aesthetic endeavour and human destructiveness made her an inspiring teacher and writer. Her later papers are drawn together in two more books, Psychoanalysis, Literature and War (1997), in which her paper ‘The clinical usefulness of the concept of the death instinct’ was reprinted, and Yesterday, Today and Tomorrow (2010). Segal loved reading both literature and detective stories and she wrote papers about novels by Joseph Conrad, Patrick White and William Golding, whose work she admired. She was particularly interested in Conrad who, like her, was by birth a Pole who adopted English and found that it offered him the greatest depth of expression of any language.
 Segal was president of the BPS from 1977 to 1980, twice vice-president of the International Psychoanalytical Association, visiting professor at University College London in 1987/1988 and received the Mary Sigourney award for contributions to psychoanalysis in 1992. She was passionate about psychoanalysis and outspoken about her beliefs. In clinical supervision she was passionate about the plight of the patient and straightforward about the limitations of the analyst, while being scrupulously fair to both. In her interview for BBC Radio 4 Desert Island Discs in 2006, celebrating the 150th anniversary of Freud's birth, she said of the nature v. nurture debate that only in the most severe mental illness was nature the overwhelming factor. Segal was equally passionate about her family who loved her deeply. She was pre-deceased by her husband Paul Segal in 1996, and leaves three sons, four grandchildren and three great-grandchildren.
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