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 Formerly Professor of Psychiatry and of International Drug Policy, University of London, and Director, International Centre for Drug Policy, St George’s, University of London

 Hamid Ghodse, one of the UK’s most eminent figures in international psychiatry, died on 27 December 2012. Born in Iran on 30 April 1938, he first visited the UK as a boy scout and immediately felt a great affinity with the country. Education was highly prized in his family, and after qualifying in medicine in Tehran in 1965 he was determined to move to England to pursue his postgraduate career. In 1968 he began training in psychiatry, first of all at Barts Hospital with Professor Linford Rees, and then at the Institute of Psychiatry with Professor Griffith Edwards at the Addiction Research Unit. Griffith Edwards died in September 2012, and Hamid wrote a warm tribute to his former mentor, which was published recently in The Psychiatrist.1 In 1978 he was recruited to St George’s Hospital Medical School and in 1987 became Professor of Addictive Behaviour, and in 2003 Professor of Psychiatry and International Drug Policy. He inspired a generation of young psychiatrists with his enthusiasm for research into substance misuse. Consequently, his department flourished; it became a vibrant centre of clinical undergraduate and postgraduate multidisciplinary training and research.

 Hamid was a man of extraordinary energy and he possessed talents that extended far beyond these shores. He early on realised the importance of ensuring there was a clear evidence-based international policy for the management of narcotic control. Pioneering research led to the establishment of unique epidemiological databases and to the development of World Health Organization guidelines on the rational prescribing of narcotic analgesics and other internationally controlled drugs, as well as to the appropriate management of addictions. His burgeoning international reputation led to his being elected to the United Nations International Narcotics Control Board in 1992. Subsequently, he became its President for a record ten times.

 He also made an indelible mark on the Royal College of Psychiatrists. His astute negotiating skills, which were much admired, led to the promotion of a remarkable range of innovations. Hamid brought superb leadership to many key committees where he showed a unique ability to catalyse and realise objectives. His contributions to the College were not only in the field of substance misuse as Chair of the Substance Misuse Section between 1990 and 1994. He also sat on the Court of Electors from 1993 to 1995 and he was Vice President of the College from 2000 to 2002. More recently, Hamid contributed to the Civil Honours Committee from 2007, becoming its Chair in 2011. Yet, arguably, his most important legacy to the College was his work for the international members: he established the Board of International Affairs and became its director in 2000, and soon afterwards persuaded the College to found the novel journal International Psychiatry, which he edited until his death. In recognition of his achievements, the College conferred on him its two highest honours: an Honorary Fellowship in 2006 and in 2011 a Lifetime Achievement Award.

 Besides his contributions to the College, Hamid presided over many aspects of academic medicine more widely through the National Health Service (NHS), the University, Department of Health, and the Home Office. From 2006 to 2009, he was Medical Director of the National Advisory Committee on Clinical Excellence Awards and he held Non-Executive Directorships of the National Patient Safety Agency and National Clinical Assessment Authority. He was also advisor to the Parliamentary and NHS Ombudsman, and Chair of the International Health Advisory Board of the Department of Health. University commitments included Chair of the Subject Panel of Psychiatry and coordinator of the Higher Degrees Committee at the University of London, and visiting professor to Beijing University. The award of a CBE in 1999 and a DSc by London University in 2002 acknowledged the outstanding contributions he had made to psychiatric services and academia during his professional career, and which he continued until his death.

 He was a dedicated doctor, a wise mentor and a dear friend. We feel very privileged to have known him. He was dynamic, personable and gregarious. With his wife, Barbara, whose tremendous support has been unflinching, they entertained warmly. He saw his colleagues as an extension of his family: indeed, he could easily become annoyed if friends did not call him in difficulty or convey good news! Retirement was not on his radar, and he carried on making valuable contributions to international psychiatry right up until his death. Very few of us realised he was unwell, he seemed just as energetic and combative as ever. Later, we discovered that once he learned the prognosis of his condition, he graciously ensured that his many and varied professional responsibilities were handed on to trusted colleagues from the next generation. Hamid has been a role model to many psychiatrists, especially to our friends from overseas. He was acutely aware of his origins as someone who came originally from outside the UK, and always cared deeply for those less fortunate than himself. Troubled about the plight of academic refugees, he became a member of CARA, the Council for Assisting Refugee Academics.

 The late Griffith Edwards, his life-long colleague and friend, noted in his citation when Hamid received the Lifetime Achievement Award of the Royal College of Psychiatrists in 2011, ‘Our College is fortunate to have benefitted so greatly for so long from the contributions of this exceptionally gifted man, a leader in the field nationally and internationally.’

 He died peacefully at home in Kingston, Surrey, after suffering from carcinoma of the lung. He will be dearly missed by Barbara, to whom he was married for 40 years, and his children, Hossein, Nassrin and Reza, their partners, Catherine, Matze and Nicola, and his grandchildren, Leila, Kiyan, Jonah and Taraneh.
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